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By JOHN F. FEARING 

Staff Writer 
With the May 5 primary 

little more than two weeks 

Our old 
air conditioiier 

broke down 
permanently* 

rm glad. 

m^ ^ • 

1 didn't see it that way at first, of 
course. For one thing, it was July, with 
the weather getting hotter every day 
And naturally, we were concerned 
about money and how much we were 
going to have to pay for new air 
conditioning. 

"As rt turned out, the breakdown 
showed us how to SAVE money 

"Our dealer explained EER and 
SEER—efficiency ratings for air con­
ditioners. The higher the number, 
the more efficiently the unit operates. 
He said we'd get the most economical 
service from one rated 8 or above. 

"The people at CPL said the dealer 
was absolutely right: we should choose 
a model with an EER of at least 8. And 
they helped us figure the BTCJ sizing 
right for our house. That's impor­
tant, too. 

"We hadn't been using the new air 
conditioner very long before we real­
ized how much the old one had cost 

\ir 
.^v 

us by using more electricity than nec­
essary to do the job. 

'Now I'm happy the old unit died. 
Our new system has an EER of 8.7— 
and it's made a difference! More cool 
air, more comfort Lower summer elec­
tricity bills than we've had in years. 

"Wish we'd lo<5l<ed into this EER 
business a long time ago.^':» ,. 

U CeNTRt 

anhhmUnefarifou 
CeNTRAL POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY 
A Member ol me Central and South West System 
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away, one local race and 
one area race are drawing 
the most attention. 
Locally, the race for coun­
ty tax assessor-collector 
remains a three-way con­
test with Evelyn Thomas, 
Mary Ann Janecka and A. 
L. Behrenfl campaigning 
heavily. 

For the 25th Judicial 
District though, the race 
between Bud Kifkandall of 
Seguin and 13-year incum­
bent Houston Munson of 
Gonzales has raised some 
questions in the minds of 
the legal profession here. 
The most often heard 
comment concerns the 
position by Kirkendall that 
there should be no plea 
bargaining. 

Also, the statistics used 
by Kirkendall showing 
very few cases are tried 
and many are dismissed 
are being questioned by 
some. "Statistics can be 
used however you want," 
was one comment heard in 
the courthouse last week 
in Columbus. 

Munson, visiting 
Colorado County on 
Monday, was questioned 
about the number of cases 
dismissed and the number 
settled by plea bargaining, 
which is the practice in 
which the state and the 
defendent come to terms 
on the punishment and the 
offense (in some cases the 
offense may be changed to 
allow a somewhat lesser 
sentence). 

Munson explained that 
for the first several years 
he served as district attor­
ney, most of the cases he 
represented for the state 
were brought to trial, 
because attomies for the 
defense were testing him. 
During his tenure, he has 
lost very few cases, so in 
more recent years, he said, 
most of the cases were 
settled through plea 
bargaininlf. 

Munson pointed out two 
areas associated with trials 
and plea bargaining that 
appear to be important. 
The first is that a court 
appointed attorney, a prac­
tice used_ ouite often in 
•i!iff»«strlct WjMifliy*f Ike 
economy, costs $250 a Ay. 
When a'case goes-to ffial, 

Hoiistoii 
Mimson 

District Attorney 
"THE CANDIDATE WITH TRIAL EXPERIENCE" 

For 1.̂  years. Hoii.ston .Miin.son ha.s been a vigorous prxxsecutor, handling 
over -(MX) criminal dctcndant.s. He i.s an accomplished trial lawyer, literal­
ly having tried hundreds of jury cases in his 22 years of active trial 
ex|X'rience. 

Miin.son helie\es in the rehabilitation of youngsters and first time offenders 
but he has been tough on drug traffickers and violent and repeat criminals. 
For instance, in the first four ca.ses tried in 198-4. .Munson not only obtained 
^uiitN \erdicts but asked for and received the maximum punishment allowed 
by law in each case. The last three v\ ere as.ses.sed 99 years each — two were 
iiHirder cases, one was a repeat burglary defendant and the other was a 
drug distributor 

Re-Elect 

Houston Munson 
Di-strict Attorney 

f. .1 1.1. u •n/jlr. T\ • « :" 

that cost builds quickly. At 
the same time, there are 
additional taxpayer-funded 
costs such as juror pay and 
in some case the cost of 
investigators. Through 
plea bargaining, those 
costs are reduced. 

While that may not 
seem a reason to plea 
bargain, because it may 
look like the easy way out, 
Munson said the result is 
that a criminal receives 
just punishment. 
Sentences are agreed upon 
by Munson and after 
recommendation by the 
law enforcement agency 
involved, then approved by 
the judge. Also, when you 
consider that grand juries 
in the four counties of the 
judicial district — 
Colorado, Lavacs; Gonzales 
and Guadalupe — hand up 
between 400 and 500 in­
dictments a year, the court 
system would be even 
more burdened. 

In Colorado County, sin­
ce Sheriff Jim Brossard 
entered law enforcement 
here in March, 1975, 
through 1983, there have 
been 820 indictments han­
ded up,« and 565 convic­
tions. Of the remaining 255 
cases, some people were 
never found, some cases 
are still pending for court 
action, and others involve 
people still in the peniten­
tiary for one charge but 

still have another charge 
against them. 

Munson commented that 
showing the number of 
cases tried compared to 
the indictments and 
dismissals also could be 
misinterpreted. A good 
many of the cases, he said, 
especially those involving 
burglary and forgery, have 
five to ten indictments to 
one person. The attomies 
involved will agree on a 
plea-bargain sentence on 
one of the indictments, 
which removes the 
criminal from society, then 
dismiss the remaining in­
dictments. In the case of 
bad check forgery charges, 
restitution still is required 
on the dismissed counts. 

While both candidates 
are campaigning more ac­
tively now that the elec­
tion is approaching, 
Munson noted he has 
gained the endorsement of 
several law enforcement 
agencies in the four-county 
district, and he knows 
others will be forthcoming 
soon. 

As in any election, it is 
up to the voters to pick a 
candidate. This year, there 
is plenty of information to 
help with their choice of a 
district attorney. And, as 
usual, the information has 
to be digested and con­
sidered, not just in jested. 

Trees donated 
The Dilue Rose Harris Chapter of the Daughters 
of the Republic of Texas have donated two crepe 
myrtle trees to the city of Eagle Lake. They have 
been planted on the town square by the 
Beuutification Committee. The donation represen­
ts the completion of a chapter Sesquicentennial 
project by the Daughters of the Republic, in con­
junction with the 1986 celebration of the 150th 
birthday of the state. At left is Jeanie Marsalia 
Mahbn from the Daughters of the Republic chap­
ter, and at right is beautification committee, 
representative Carey Shuart. 

Justin Jobe, 3, and Brennan Jobe, 9 months, en­
joyed their visit. They are the sons of Tracy and 
Kelly Jobe of Eagle Lake. 

Eas ter 
Bunny 
pays 
visit 

Saturday was the day 
the Easter Bunny paid 
an early visit to the 
children of Eagle Lake, 
compliments of the 
Chamber of Commerce 
retail trade develop­
ment committee. Ac­
cording to committee 
chairman Fred Frnka, 
more than 300 children 
visited with the bunny, 
mostly the young set. 
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Many new businesses open 
By CAROL REHAK 

Staff Writer 
If someone says 

something negative about 
the area's economy, these 
facts may make you think: 

At least eleven new 
business have emerged in 
the City of Eagle Lake and 
one business had changed 
ownership over the past 
six months. 

They include Lone Star 
Pizza & Sandwich Shop, 
The Monogrammed 
Mallard, Jay's Qê vcrage, 
Ed**—PiSfcege -Stoftr 
Airport Grocery, Kids 
Korner, Longhorn Cafe, 

General Hardware, A 
Touch of Class. J. H. 
McCreary Auction Co., and 
Riceland Ford. 

Lone Star Piu* A 
Sandwkli Shop is the most 
recent addition in town 
located at 222 E. Main. 
Manager of the shop is 
Connie Herman. Her 
parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Alton (Butch) Herman are 
owners. 

According to Miss 
Herman, she has been ex-
.^^^mejyjw^ipgfcce she 
dp̂ ned̂  on April 9. She 
started tke business 
because there was not 

Farnners Insurance Group 
Auto-Uie-Fire 

Truck-Commercial 
Louis E. Grigar 

Agent 
Box 392, Hwy. 90 A East 

Eagle Lake, TX 77434 

Ph. (409)/K^^38Ji; 
Fast, Fair 

Friendly Service 

Get Your Free 
"CobrMe 
Beaudftil" \ 
Kit! 

With Beautiful 
Af^thu^GoesICarpet. 

Get Carule Ucbon'k tieauly kccreu FRbt' In her bot-kcUing 
book "Color Mc Beautiful." PLUS a pur>>cMZf iravd bag of her 
special ofttneiKs—color-maitlwd lo you FRLL when you bu\ 
25 >q yd». al Anyihirqr Goo carpel from Armstrong dunng ihc 
month of April 

$2.00-$4.00 OFF 
Per Square Yard 

Only Anything Goes Has Its Own 
lO'Yetr Beauty Plan. 

Armsirong |niar«nicv'» Anyihing Goes afainsi unsightly mailing 
jpri . m>h|ng fpr in full y« rv N,< n lhw . . rpr l n,ti>lL . la l , « l i 

siains better ihank;, lo Duftini Aniron* Plus nybn Andtl comes 
in your choiu.- ofiathen colors, tn plush or carved - saxony styles 
bo hurrv in lodav. and make your life morv^ 
beautiful Wilh your FRfeL. Color Me 
Reauiiful' kit And with Anything Cofs^ 
carpel 

(Afiiistfong 

B/H Constructors, Inc. 
125 UrtMHicc East B«mard, Ttxas 
234-5424 335-7749 

anything else like it in 
town. 

She offers pizza, a salad 
bar, sandwiches, soup, and 
a variety of desserts. 

Deha Savincs of Texas 
officially opened a branch 
in Eagle Lake with a rib­
bon (butting ceremony held 
March 23. 

Eagle La||;,e is the 
newest of the Delta 
Savings branches, accor­
ding to Cindy Gohike, 
branch manager ai^ loan 
officer, T" ^^u-.rrr:""*?'^ 

The Leeghere Cafe 
opened for breakfast, luncfi 
and dinner March 12. It is 
located at 1203 E. Main. 
Owners are Sally Stevens, 
and Richard and Sandy 
Smith. 

They opened the , 
restaurant and salon in 
hopes of supplying the 
residents of Eagle Lake 
with a good place to eat 
and drink. The cafe 
specializes in plate lunches 
and short-order dinners. 

General Hardware. 
located at 312 E. Main, 
changed ownership on 
March 16. The business 
was purchased by Mr. and 
Mrs. Bart Henry. 

iney BoQ'gWf'tfft'sfore'ft)?*' 
an opportunity to invest in 
a private business. 

Available at the hard­
ware store are such items 
as Purina feeds, plumbing 
and electrical supplies, 
picture frames, and 
aluminum window screen 
repair and sales. 

Airport Grocery is 
owned by Nydia Cantu 
which opened for business 
February 10. The store is 
located at 1002 North Lake 
and there is no other 
facility of its nature in the 
area. To the side of the 
building are gas pumps 
and inside, plenty of 
Mexican food. 

Jay's Beverage houses a 
variety of liquor, wine and 

owned by 

"The quality goes 
in BEFORE the 

name goes on ^ 

Come \n and see 
fhe Zmnlth 
O/fference 

A.J. Struss 
Auto Supply 

iogl» Loke 

beer. Owner of the facility 
is Mr. Bruce Johnson. He 
and his wife moved back to 
Eagle Lake from a six-year 
stay in Baton Rouge. 
Louisiana. The store is 
located at 300 Boothe 
Drive. 

The Monogrammed 
Mallard opened for 
business December 5, 1983 
at 216 E. Main. According 
to owner Rita Sunderman. 
she saw an advertisement 
in a magazine jm r?fwi to 
Wo n o gM f̂ff IK ac h i»« s;, 
Having an interest in the 
art, she went to Dallas for 
a first-hand demonstration. 
Shortly after, she opened 
her own shop. 

Mrs. Sunderman offers 
custom monogramming 
and gifts including towels, 
purses and specialty items. 

J.H. McCreu7 Awtlea 
Co., was established in 
November for the purpose 
of aurtioning estate and 
consignment properties 
and items. The auction 
barn is located at 206 S. 
McCarty and is opened 
approximately once every 
six weeks. The owner is J. 
H. McCreary. 
, Kjdt j^oqyr,^ own 

Wiese. "Their doors opened 
October 17, 1983 at 1501 
E. Main. The Wiese's 
specialize in children's 
clothing from infants 
through teens. Soon, they 
will carry a complete line 
of junior clothing, includ­
ing such designer names as 
Ocean Pacific, Bobbie 
Brooks and Patty O'Neil. 

Ed's Package Store is 
another new liquor store in 
the area. It is located 
across from the Sports­
man's Restaurant on the 
Hwy. 90 Bypass. 

A future addition in 
Eagle Lake is A Toucli of 
Class owned by Paulette 
Klockman, interior design­
er. The shop is scheduled 
to open Tuesday, May 1. 
According to Mrs. Klock­
man, she worked out of 
her home the past year 
and now requires a larger 
facility. 

Located at 219 E. Main 
in the former Entex office, 
the shop will carry such 
items as carpet, sheeL 
vinyl, imported tiles, cus­
tom cabinetry, designer 
bath fixtures and hard­
ware, custom furniture, 
wallpaper, draperies and a 
variety of household acces­
sories. 

Rkelaad Ford is prepar­
ing for its grand opening 
ceremonies scheduled for 
Saturday, May 5. 
Spedal recegaftioe 

As part of the Ceae' 

Some of the children we're unwilling Bunny visitors. Above, mom smiles as 
her son grimaces. Below, when the bunny visited Duncan & son, the young 
son of a customer wouldn't have anything to do with the bunny until a candy 
Easter Egg was offered. At the bottom, photographer Carl Seaholm, Jr., 

Stephen Krupicka took his turn too, while Karen 
stayed in her mother's arms. They are the 
children of Paul and Jo Ann Krupicka. 
Below, Marissa Mraz of Yoakum, visiting her Aunt 
Shirley Johnson, took advantage of her stay here 
for a bunny visit. 
ft 

W.C. "Bud" 
Kirkendall 

For 
District 

Attorney 
25th Judicial 

District 
Colorado, Gonzales, Guadalupe and Lavaca Counties 

• Graduate of the University of Texas School 
of Law. 

• Former briefing attorney, Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals. 

• Practicing attorney in this area for over 
nine years. 

• Former president, Guadalupe County 
Bar Association. * 

• Former president. South Central Texas 
Bar Association. 

• Experienced in all types of trials. 

• Licensed in Western District of Texas, 
5th Circuit Court of Appeals, and U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

It's Time For A Change 
Democratic Primary 

Saturday, May 5, 1984 
Your Vote and Support are Appreciated. 

" * . 

El Compo KC's 
Spring Festival 

The annual Spring 
Festival sponsored by the 
El Campo Knights of 
Columbus will be held on 
Sunday, April 29. 1984. An 
invitation is extended by 
Grand Knight John Hmdr 
and picnic chairman 
Leonard Goerig to all to 
come out for a good meal, 
games and entertainment 
for the whole family, ^ 
barbecue chicken îinirer 
will be served starting at 
11:00 a.m. Tickets are only 
$3.75. 

There will be an auction, 
and a drawing for $50 
cash, every 30 minutes 
from 1 till 5:30 p.m. 

Brune Family 
reunion May 6 

The Brune Family an 
nual reunion will be held 
at the Sts. Peter and Paul 
Dining Hall in Frelsburg 
on Sunday. May 6th, 1984. 

A basket lunch will be 
served at noon (bring 
eating utensils) followed 
by a business meeting at 2 
p.m. Tea and coffee will be 
furnished. 

Come out and spend the 
day with all the relatives. 
Bring your family and 
spread the word, fun and 
eotertainment for aU. 

i^--ii^« 
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Third Annual 
Community 

Easter Egg 
Sponsored By 

Rice Drug Stor 

'^^m^i 

Eagle Lake 

' - U / ' 

April Fest, all new busi­
nesses are asked to 
partake in the festivities 
that abide with the theme 
"Up, Up and Away." 
according to Candy 
McCreary. They are asked 
to decorate their doors 
with ribbons and balloons. 
The new businesses also 
will be aoaounced over a 
PA systea throufiMMit Ae 
day, Apri tt. 

Do you pay too 
much for insurance? 

If you have your car insurance with one agency and 
your home insurance with another, then chances are 
you're payifH) too much for your insurarKe 
*» iweepeweent aoents, eur apeiicy can tuuiDtiwie 
your insurance coverages and prot>at}ly reduce your 
premiums by eliminating gaps or costly overlaps 
Our staff can design a plan tailored to meet all of your 
insurance needs and save you money, too 
Let us do the shopping for you For more information, 
call us or drop In. There's no obligation 

W.M. THOMAS, JR. ««P'*-'*'>fl 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

411MHIs,Eaoi«Lai(« 
(408)234-2819 nuiwiim 

The Tr»v«ltti Iwusance Company and H» A»f * * « f Comparer* 
Hartford. Conrwcticyl 0611's 

ffi 

The Public is cordially 
invited to the opening of 

Mann's 
Funeral Home 

(Comer of SUte Street A l(m) 

For AU Children 
8 years or Under 

(3 years and under must be 
accompanied by parent.) 

Eagle Lake Primary School 
Near Kiodergarten Building, right side of driveway 

6 LIVE BUNNIES 
TO BE GIVEN AWAY! 

Your Own Bag to Scoop Up Your Eggs!! 

Plastic Eggs will be provided and filled with! 

• Gift Certificates • Money •Candy 
Mvft Be 8 Years Old and Under!! 

Come To Our Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 21 

April 29,1984 
2 P.M. unto 

Refreshments will be served 

Belvin & Ceola Mann 
Owners 

^ i i » ^ • • w i mmt LlpXSS* 
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